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Hickory, North Carolina, has a history of craftsmanship, a long tradition of
making something of itself and the world around it. Attention to detail, pride
in precision, doing something well, dedication to a craft, and knowledge of
natural resources are all strengths ingrained in Hickory.
They're all part of a past that serves and shapes its future.
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Hickory's “Life. Well Crafted.” brand embarked on its second year and many
strides were made, including a mention in Washington, DC’s Kiplinger Letter
under Economic Development on January 18, 2013. It says branding mid to
small size cities is now imperative and an economic development necessity.
“Among areas spearheading the branding trend: Hickory, N.C. A top center of
furniture building a century ago, it gives a nod to its past and puts a spotlight
on its medical equipment and appliance firms with the phrase “Life. Well

Crafted.”

Inspiring Spaces, one of several
economic development projects
that the City is doing to improve
the quality of life in Hickory, isa 5
to 10 year capital improvement
plan. The process is underway and
a list of potential projects have
been identified. A city-wide
community input process provided
City staff and designers feedback
from citizens and stakeholders
about what improvements they
wanted to see.
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Projects will include but
not be limited to:
expansion of greenways
and trails, the redesign of
some intersections or
streets to improve
pedestrian connectivity,
additional sidewalks and
bikeways, landscaping and
street trees, wayfinding
signage, city gateway
signage and landscaping,
public art or amenities such
as fountains or interactive
water features in key
locations across the city,
street lighting and street
furniture, and other similar
initiatives.
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The Hickory Regional Airport’s

i{ fixed base operations continues
to grow, since taking control in
December 2011.

eived a Grant from the NC
Transportation, Division of Aviation,
habilitation of taxiway “B” and the
amp) which is in the design phase with
ate of approximately July, 2014.

ow a Shell Aviation Fuel provider. Fuel
umber of based customers continue to

The City of Hickory Finance
Department received the
Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting |
for the 17t consecutive year and
the Budget Department received |
the Distinguished Budget Award |
for Fiscal Year 12-13, which was
the 18t year.
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The City also received the “Area
Wide Optimization Award” for
being in top 10t percentile in
NC for cleanliness of finished
drinking water.




“Active. Crafted.” pilot
program with more
than 30 "¢ at spotlight
ellness
nity.

Four vivid and inspiring videos
about working, learning and living in
Hickory, and all can be viewed on
HickoryWellCrafted.com.

The Hickory brand presented
more than two dozen
musical events in Downtown Hickory
under The Sails on the Square, as well
as partnered with many organizations
and events, including the Viewmont
Business District’s “Viewmont Strut,”
Hickory Museum of Art’s Lake
Norman Folk Art Festival, the Carolina
Cycle Challenge, TedxHickory, and
the Pottery Festival.

The City also teamed up with many
well established institutions, including
the Western Piedmont Symphony,
Hickory Community Theatre, and
Hickory Public Schools.
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927 local seniors participated in
the 2013 North Carolina Senior
Games. Hickory had the largest b
local contingent across the state
for the 4th consecutive year.

6 children and adults participated in the swim -
_#¥program partnership between the City of-Hickory
~and the Hickory Foundation YMCA. :
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Catawba Pape
Frye Regional Mec
Canipe & Lynn
Johnson Piano Excha
Lenoir-Rhyne Universi
First Security Company
Shurtape Technologies, LLC.
Keever’s Key and Repair Service
Awarded to businesses in the City of
Hickory that are more than 75 years old.



http://www.hickorywellcrafted.com/
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